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Clarification Request 
 
 
References: BTL Specified Tests-23.0.Final.pdf 
 
 
Date of BTL-WG Response: 2023-07-20 
  
 
Background: 
 
Following is the snapshot of “AB.3.1.4 Header Options Processing and 'Must 
Understand' form ANSI/ASHRAE Standard 135-2020.pdf 
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 The data option and header option fields are optional as per 135-2020. However, 
14.YY.1.1.13 Unknown 'Must Understand' is the false message test, and 14.YY.1.1.14 
Multiple Header Options Test is the must-execute test case for the BACnet/SC node. In 
addition to it, for the handling of "data options," see Clause AB.3.4. The hub function and 
the source and destination node's BVLL entities shall forward and not alter any of the 
data options, which seem to be hub or BACnet SC to SC Router requirements not a 
BACnet/SC node. It is also contradictory with 14.YY.1.1.12 Unknown 'Must Understand' 
is True Message Test, which data option shall be absent. 
 
In my opinion, the BACnet/SC node need not respond with data option when it receives 
the encapsulated NPDU message with data option. Which means its optional field and 
local network entity matter. 
 
Question:  
 

Is my interpretation correct?  
  
 
Response:  
 No. 
 


